
 
 

 

 
 

/Authors checklist for original research Articles Internal Use: 

Please ensure you give all the required information or indicate when 
to supply it. Please include this form with your submission. 

 
FOR 1ST SUBMISSION CHECK 'X' 

Authorship 
• Corresponding author phone and fax numbers  

• Corresponding author email address  

• Signed conflict of interest statement for all authors  

• Disclosure of role of funding source at end of Method section  

• Authors’ signatures  

• Contributions of authors listed at end of text  

• Signed permission from named persons in acknowledgments  

• Confirmation that all authors have access to all data in the study and that they held final 
responsibility for the decision to submit for publication 

 

Text   

• Semi-structured summary in 4 paragraphs (background, methods, findings, and 
interpretation). Maximum 250 words 

 

• Aim for 3000 words (not including summary)  

Data (minimum requirements)   

• Raw data are given as mean (SD) or median (range or IQR)  

• Real numbers as well as percentages given  

• Exact p values given up to p<0·0001  

• Survival analysis: numbers at risk for each time point  

• Absolute risks where applicable  

Illustrations and tables  

• See guidelines for electronic submission 
(http://image.thelancet.com/extras/Diskettes.pdf) 

 

Ethics     

• Approval from local Ethics Committee/Institutional Review Board  

• Written/oral informed consent in text if appropriate  

References  

• Aim for no more than 30 references  

• Written permission enclosed for personal communication  

• Copies of papers in press  

For Randomised Controlled Trials  

• CONSORT checklist and flowchart  
(see www.thelancet.com/info/info.isa?n1=authorinfo&n2=CONSORT+guidelines) 

 

• Protocol   

For microarrays  

• Papers should be reported according to MIAME guidelines.   

FOR REVISED SUBMISSIONS  

Response to all referees  

• On separate pages  

Revised copy  

• Two hard copies with changes marked on one  

• Electronic version submitted on disk or e-mail (see guidelines for electronic submission)  

  
Full guidelines for authors are available on www.thelancet.com and are published in the first issue of every m
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